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was accepted and then went off to the Regina barracks.
My younger brother Charlie filled in in his place at
Upper Canada as a day-boy alongside of me.

I look back to the education I received in those years
and I find in it plenty to think about. It was what is,
or was, called a splendid classical education, as it was for
a couple of hundred years in England and America looked
on as the mainstay of national culture, the keystone in
the arch of civilization ; and before that in England
it was the only kind of education, embedded deep in
theology and so intimately connected with the Church
that it was inseparable from it. Any form of education
not connected with the Church was held to belong to the
devil., as witness the education for which Oxford in its
infant years imprisoned or secluded Roger Bacon for ten
years. There was the Church's education and the devil's
education. In the long run the devil's education has
won out. Any nation whose leaders are not trained in it
will no longer survive ; any nation whose life is not based
on it, whose people are not equipped with it, cannot last
a generation. In other words the " survival quality "
that was attributed to the old classical education has
passed away, or is visibly passing away with the gener-
ation of the present leaders.

People who admit they know nothing of the history of
education among English-speaking peoples may toler-
ate a few words of explanation. All through the Middle
Ages the only education (we are speaking broadly) was
that of the Church. It was carried on in Latin. When
the modern age began, say about AJX 1500, and printing
multiplied boots, education widened and included a lot
of what had been the education of the Greeks and Romans;
such as the philosophy of Aristotle, which in no way .
contradicts the teaching of the Church and could be read
side by side with it, and the great poems and plays of the
Greeks, of Homer and the tragedians, and those of Rome,